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“This is my body that is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” – 1 Corinthians 11:24 
 

Sacraments  
 

Dear Friend, 

 This year is the 500th anniversary of the start of the Reformation.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church in Germany.  In my letter in each monthly newsletter 
this year, I am writing about an important teaching of Martin Luther.  This month I am going to write about his 
teaching about sacraments. 

 The church in Luther’s day was teaching that there were seven sacraments (baptism, confirmation, 
communion, confession, marriage, ordination, and anointing the sick).  Luther agreed that these were all good 
things for the church to be doing, but most of these did not meet his understanding of a sacrament.  For Luther, a 
sacrament needed to have both an earthly element and a divine command.  Only two of these seven met Luther’s 
requirements – namely baptism and communion.  In baptism the earthly element is water and Jesus’ divine 
command is: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…” (Matthew 28:19).  In 
communion the earthly elements are bread and wine and Jesus’ divine command is: “Do this in remembrance of 
me” (1 Corinthians 11:24). 

 Luther taught that baptism is primarily something that God does for us.  This is why we baptized even 
babies.  Just as the Holy Spirit (in the form of a dove) came down on Jesus when he was baptized, we believe 
that the Holy Spirit comes into a person in baptism.  Luther wrote that “in baptism God forgives sin, delivers 
from death and the devil, and gives everlasting salvation to all who believe what he has promised” (page 23 in 
The Small Catechism).  He taught that it was very important that every day we should remember that we were 
adopted into God’s family in baptism and that our sins are washed away. 

 Luther taught that Jesus is really present in the wine and bread of Communion.  The church of his day 
was teaching transubstantiation – the belief that the bread and wine turn into the actual body and blood of Jesus.  
Luther taught instead consubstantiation – the belief that Jesus is somehow present “in, with, and under” the bread 
and wine.  How Jesus can be present we cannot understand logically.  We just accept it in faith.  Jesus said of the 
bread “this is my body.”  Jesus said of the wine “this is my blood.”  In faith we accept his words to be true.  
Luther wrote: “Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread and 
wine” (page 26, Ibid.).  Luther also taught about preparing for communion that “fasting and other outward 
preparations serve a good purpose.  However, that person is well prepared and worthy who believes these words, 
‘given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins’” (p. 28, Ibid.). 

                                                                                                       Your Friend in Christ, 
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Reverend Wayne Derber 

Home Phone: 815-570-2088 
Cell phone: 815-508-3435 

Email: salem-pastor@comcast.net 
Office hours: Mornings, Tues-Sat 

or by appointment 
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Administrative Staff          
           Gina Carlson          salem-gina@comcast.net 
           Michele Farley    salem-mickey@comcast.net 
Bookkeeper                                        Karen Wesson      salem-karen@comcast.net 
Traditional Worship Coordinator        Nancy Rex                salem-rex@comcast.net 
Director of Contemporary Worship    Libby Welsch          salem-libby@comcast.net 
Organists/Pianists                              Gloria Gilbertson 
           Connie Hanson 
Maintenance          Nancy Hayes 
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1022 North Main Street—PO Box 105—Sandwich, IL 60548 
Phone: 815-786-9308 

Email: Salemlc@comcast.net 
Web site:  wearesalemlutheran.org 
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MAY, 2017  MEMORY VERSE:                                                                                                                         
 “We walk by faith, not by sight.”                                                           - 2 Corin thians 5:7 

JUNE, 2017  MEMORY VERSE:                                                                                                                         
 “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you wi ll fulfill the law of Christ.”                                            
                                              - Galatians 6:2 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 

CURRENT—George Van Pelt* 

CONTINUING —Beth Gosnell*, Mary Jane Fraley*, Carol Kimmey*, Mick Kimmey*, Ron Cunz*, Shelly Claxton*, 
Steve Guyer*, Ben Burkett*,  Ione Bennett*, Laura Allen*, Jackie Cline*, Robert Abbey, Jr.*, June Gorecki*, Lillie 
Kossman*, Alex Cole, Brian Lee, Edie Payleitner, Karrie Dickerson, Walt Droppa, Dan Schwerdtmann, Tanya 
Kimmey, Tom Wysoglad, Joe Petit, and Mike Guzzardo                   

MILITARY— All people serving in the military, especially: Joseph Kimmey*, Ross Magee,                                                                              
Brandon Jakubiec and Forrest Grivetti                                                                                                                                                                       
               * Indicates Salem Member.            Please help us keep this list current. 

DEATHS:  It is with sadness that we report the deaths of two of Salem’s members, both of whom had been 
residing at Willow Crest. 

ALWINE “HAPPY” BINGHAM died on May 4.  Her funeral was held at Salem on May 8. Happy and 
Frank had been members of Salem since 2009, coming to Sandwich from Texas.  During her time at Salem, 
Happy was a part of the prayer shawl ministry. 

IRENE KLOTZ died on May 7.  Her funeral was held at Salem on May 13.  Irene Allen, along with her chil-
dren, became members of Salem in 1964.  In 1991 Irene married another long-time Salem member, Dwight 
Klotz.  Together, Dwight and Irene have served their church faithfully for decades.   

             Our heartfelt sympathies to Frank and Dwight and all of their friends and family members 

MARRIAGE:  We rejoice with CARRIE DAVIS and JIM GOSSETT who were married on May 6 
at Mendota Hills.  Carrie is the daughter of Jerry and Cheri Davis.  The couple resides in Amboy. 



MAY COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS �

The May 2nd council meeting opened with devotions and prayer.  Tim 
Urness, an ELCA Gift Planner, gave a presentation on how our church 
members could be encouraged to remember our congregation in their wills.  
Pastor Wayne gave his report.  The minutes of the previous council meeting 
were approved. 
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The calendar and worship attendance were reviewed.  Reports from committees were given.   

The financial report was approved.  For March, the General Fund had an income of $16,158 
and expenses of $17,026 and the Capital Fund had an income of $6,549 and expenses of $6,191.  
For the month of March, the Boiler Fund had an income of $8,105.  We currently have more than 
enough money in the Boiler Fund to pay for the new boilers that will be installed.  The meeting was 
adjourned. 
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SANDWICH MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                    
Sawyer Allen 
Emily Carlson 
Jaiden Farley 
Reigin Koley 

 
HINCKLEY-BIG ROCK HIGH SCHOOL 

Annie Kossman 
Lillie Kossman 

 
SANDWICH HIGH SCHOOL 

Sterling Farley 
Jarrod Scents 

 
AUREUS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Dr. Laura Burkett, MD 
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Tuesday, May 23, 2017, 4:30—6:00 pm                                          
Federated Church                                                                           

403 North Main Street, Sandwich  

All are welcome                                                                                                  
to enjoy the food & fellowship at this FREE event.                                                                        

Salem is asked to provide bread and butter.  Please sign-up in the narthex if you can 
help by supplying a large loaf of bread or a dozen rolls, muffins, etc. 

The JUNE FEAST will be held at the United Church of Sandwich on June 27. 

The Fellowship Committee would like to express their THANKS! to all who helped in 
any way with the fellowship feast hosted at Salem in April.  Very special THANKS! to 
Marilyn Wouda, who coordinated the dinner. 

Do you or anyone you know of need a ride to church?   
Salem’s Member Support Committee would like to help.  
Please contact Pam Pescitelli at 815-786-4881. 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEER DRIVERS! 

We are grateful to all of our volunteer drivers who are 
delivering Meals-on-Wheels during the month of May.  They 
are Lyle & Judy Anderson, Don & Pat Clason, Pat Farley, 
Doug & Donna Fraley, Steve Guyer, Donna Kimmey, Lois & 
Bud Lindstrom, Bill & Eileen Negley, Brent Pearson, George 
Webster, Dale & Ruth White, and Jim & Pat Whitten.  Laura 
Caupert coordinates Salem’s volunteers for this very important 

        community service. 

 Salem’s Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a night 
at the minor league ballpark in Geneva.  We have reserved 
40 tickets for Friday, June 16, 6:30 pm (game time).  These 
are discounted at just $5.  Please sign up SOON to hold 
tickets for yourself, your family and friends.  This is also a 
fireworks night at the stadium.  As an extra bonus, the team 
has partnered with the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  Bring in 
a canned food item and receive an undated reserved seat 
ticket valid in 2017.   
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Volunteers will meet at Salem at 8:00 am to carpool and will stop for 
lunch on the way home.��Please sign up in the narthex if you plan to 
join us in May.  See Walt Farley if you have questions.��
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During their coffee break time On April 25, Salem’s volunteer group celebrated the end of their 
second year of volunteering once a month at the Northern Illinois Food Bank with an anniversary 
cake.  The group processes many types of bulk foods for distribution through pantries like Our 
Sharing Pantry.  To date in 2017 Salem’s volunteers have processed 17,000 pounds (over 8 tons) 
of food.  EVERY SINGLE VOLUNTEER MAKES A DIFFERENCE! 

TEAM SALEM is looking for more members.  Sign-up 
at the display table in the narthex or speak to any team 
member if you would like to join them.  So far Natali 
Ehrhart, Dean Lundeen and Libby Welsch are 
registered as team members.  You may direct your 
donations to any of them.  To donate on line please 
google Relay for Life Kendall County Illinois Yorkville 
and then search for Team Salem.  There are also 
“SILVER SAVES LIVES!” banks available to take home 
and fill with spare change. The team would be grateful 
for any help in setting up their area at Yorkville High 
School at 9:00 am on June 10.  
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FIRST COMMUNIOIN CLASSES—Pastor Wayne will be holding First Communion classes on Sunday 
mornings during June at 10:15 am.  Parents who wish to have their children attend should contact Pastor 
Wayne. 

CALLING ALL SEWERS, KNITTERS, CRAFTERS, RECYCLERS &  UPCYCLERS:  Let’s get together to 
share and learn with a dose of fellowship on the side.  Meet at 1:30 pm on Thursday, May 25 in Salem’s  
social hall.  Bring your work, samples and examples.  Please contact Pat Whitten (815-786-8025) if you’d 
like to know more. 

THANK YOU! to all those who help with worship on Sunday mornings—ushers, acolytes, bread providers.  
Helpers are needed for the remainder of May.  Please sign up in the narthex if you can help. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL —The 2017 VBS is set for July 17—20.  Salem’s Christian Education             
Committee is planning for a theme which will celebrate the 500th Anniversary of The Reformation.  A             
planning meeting is set for 4:00 pm on Wednesday, May 31.  The committee would welcome anyone who   
is interested to join them.  Please come with your ideas. 

N IL SYNOD ASSEMBLY IN-KIND DONATION —Each year the Northern Illinois Synod  Social Ministry 
Committee coordinates an in-kind offering to be collected during the annual synod assembly in June.  This 
year, they are suggesting donations of SMOKE/CARBON MONOXIED DETECTORS and GIFT CARDS     
(in any amount to stores like, Wal-Mart, Target, Walgreens, etc.).  These will be given to LSSI for use in 
child and family services.  The detectors are needed because often children are unable to be placed in a 
home simply because of the lack of a detector.  Flyers fully explaining the program are available in the     
narthex.  Your donations may be brought to the church office any time before June 15.  
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Salem’s Christian Education Committee is planning Intergenerational Learning Circles for each 
Sunday morning, from 10:15—11:00 am, beginning on Sunday, May 28.  Following is the schedule 
for the first month:                                                                                                                                                     
D�����May 28—Patriotic Sing-Along in celebration of Memorial Day.                                                                     
D�����June 4—Dare-2-Share participants will be on hand to share their experiences.                                                   
D     June 11—Visit to Hayes Farm 
· June 18—Fathers’ Day Brunch 
· June 25—Northern Illinois Synod Assembly Report 

 

There will always be an alternative activity for young children when appropriate. 


